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LOVE Exhibited in Unity  

 We are approaching the third week of Advent. The themes 
of the Advent season include Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. Each of 
these are intertwined and exhibited in the person and presence of 
Jesus Christ. It is through His coming to earth in human flesh, living 
among us, demonstrating how we are to live and treat each other 
that these attributes are fully revealed. 
 Several years ago, when I was still early in my ministry, the 
chairman of deacons at that time challenged us to memorize Ro-
mans 12. I did so, but over time I am afraid I have only retained the 
first two verses that I can recite with surety. Our recent Experiencing 
God study has awakened me to understand why this deacon thought 
the chapter was important for our memorization. It speaks to both 
our individual and corporate responsibility to Christ and His Church. 
 It starts with Paul urging us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God…to not conform to the stan-
dards of the world but to live according to God’s calling—renewing 
our minds through a constant dependency upon Him. As a result, we 
will know His pure and perfect will (verses 1-2).
 It goes on to explain how God’s people are joined together 
as a church body. He illustrates this through sharing the intercon-
nectedness and interdependency of the parts of the body. Each part 
has a function and when one is absent or impaired the whole body is 
affected (verses 3-8). 
 The second half of the chapter is about love. He explains 
how we are to love one another, be devoted to one another, honor 
one another even above ourselves (v 10). He goes further to share 
that this love is displayed through harmonious living (v 16). 
 Harmonious living—unity. Here is where sometimes we 
make a mistake. We think harmony means unanimity or being unan-
imous on each issue that arises. That is probably impossible on this 
side of Heaven. However, we can be unified even when we disagree 
if we have true love for each other. In music, harmony occurs when 
notes are sounded simultaneously to produce chords that are pleas-
ing to the listener. In chordal progressions there are often dissonant 
chords that produce a strident, harsh, or grating effect. These chords 
when sounded in isolation are usually not very pleasing to the ear, 
however they can add musical interest to the piece, and when re-
solved to a more pleasing consonant chord there is a release of en-
ergy that is exhilarating. 
 In the church we will never have complete agreement on 
every issue, however we can agree on the main thing that in God 
alone, revealed in the personage of Jesus Christ, we have Hope and 
when we receive that Hope we can live in Peace with one another. 
 This season clothe yourself in God’s love. Live in harmony 
with those in the fellowship. Extend grace and forgiveness generous-
ly. Then JOY will fill your heart and our fellowship this most blessed 
season!

God bless you all!

Pastor Keith Pate
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SANCTUARY FLOWERS | December 17, 2023

In Loving Memory of
Jason Armstrong on the 
anniversary of his birthday 

given by the Armstrong family.

The River Region Band presented a tremendous, festive Christmas concert this past Sunday at Eastern Hills Baptist 
Church! Their directors, Dale Worth and Major Joe Hansen (USAF), led the group in an uplifting and exciting instru-
mental program. The group was comprised of approximately 30 instrumentalists.  Our own Mark Spain is a mem-
ber of this delightfully entertaining band.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
The Church Office will be closed

Monday, December 25, Tuesday, December 26,
and Monday, January 1.

There will be no Wednesday services, activities or 
supper on December 20 and December 27 due to the 
upcoming holidays. Wednesday services, activities, & 
supper will resume on Wednesday, January 3.



BUDGET REPORT
YTD BUDGET REPORT

WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT
  DECEMBER 10, 2023

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements $1,432,075.50
Budget Receipts 1,219,100.44
UNDER BUDGET 212,975.06

Budget Requirements $28,641.51
Budget Receipts 24,865.54
UNDER BUDGET 3,775.97

Designated $5,185.00

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, December 10, 2023

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................. 176

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY, December 17 | 10:30 AM

Guest Speaker: 
Dr. Jay Stewart

Remote.............................. 33

Worship Care.......................9
Worship Service. ...............213
Total Worship...................222
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Hot Meal:  January 3, 2024
Spaghetti, mixed vegetables, mixed green salad, 
garlic toast and chocolate cake.

Wednesday Night Schedule

There will be no Wednesday services, 
activities or supper on December 20 and 
December 27 due to the upcoming holidays.
Wednesday services, activities, & supper 
will resume on Wednesday, January 3.

In Loving Memory of
Judi Lackey
given by,

Russell Lackey

WORSHIP

YEAR END GIVING
We are in the last month to 
give to our church for this 
calendar year.  If you have 
any questions concerning 
your year-to-date contri-
butions, please contact 
Donna Brown at 272-0604.  
Remember, all gifts must 
be received at the church 
or postmarked by Decem-
ber 31 in order to get prop-
er credit for 2023 contribu-
tions.
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WEDNESDAY 
There will be no services or activities on Wednesday, 
December 20, and Wednesday, December 27, due to the 
Christmas Holidays.

Wednesday services, activities, & supper will resume on 
Wednesday, January 3.

We hope you and your family have a Merry Christmas 
and a blessed New Year!

TUESDAY
6:00 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR
(Men’s Prayer Meeting will not meet December 19, 26, 
or January 2. We will resume on January 9, 2024.)

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

December 17
Children’s Worship

Bible Skills, Drills & Thrills

ONLINE GIVING
If you give online as a recurring giver, 
make sure your gifts do not end at 
year end.  You can also go online to 

verify your gifts for 2023.  
If you need assistance with your 

online giving, please call the church 
office at 272-0604.

2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES
The offering envelopes are 
available and are located
in the Library Hallway.

SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Sunday School
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hours
3:00 PM - Grief Share, Conference Room
    (Grief Share will resume January 14, 2024.)


