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Ancient Words That Transform Lives
Proverbs 29:18 is a well-known passage that God brought to mind re-
cently.

“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth 
the law, happy is he.” (KJV).
“Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint: but blessed 
is the one who heeds wisdom’s instruction.” (NIV)
“When people do not accept divine guidance, they run wild. But 
whoever obeys the law is joyful.” (NLT)

I read several commentaries on this passage. One that stood out, the 
Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, had the following. 

The vision is the actual contact between God and the human 
spirit, which is the necessary condition of any direct revelation; 
the law is the recorded result of such a revelation, either passed 
from mouth to mouth by tradition or written permanently in 
a book.…‘Where there is no living revelation, no perceived 
contact between man and God, there the bonds which hold 
society together are relaxed and broken; but he that holds by 
the revelation that has been given, obeying the law, so far as it 
has been presented to him, happy is he.’  

The New Living Translation says it well, “When people do not accept 
divine guidance, they run wild.” Doesn’t that typify our nation today? 
Even in the Bible Belt we have drifted from our centeredness in Christ 
to a substitutionary existence. We have substituted other things, 
many of them good things, for the best thing – a life controlled and 
guided by Jesus Christ. When we allow God given blessings (leisure, 
jobs, financial security, family, sporting events, or the arts) to come 
between us and our worship we are headed for trouble. We must safe-
guard our time and resources to maintain a God honoring lifestyle.

A modern worship hymn written by Lynn Deshazo points to a truth we 
need to rediscover if we hope to turn the tide and recapture some-
thing we have lost. 

Holy words of our faith handed down to this age, came to us 
through sacrifice, O heed the ancient words of Christ.
Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world, they resound 
with God’s own heart, O let the ancient words impart.
Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you;
We have come with open hearts, O let the ancient words impart.

We not only need to read God’s Word, but we also need to allow His 
Word to change us. Through weekly Bible study and corporate wor-
ship, and our own private study, we learn about God’s heart and na-
ture. As the Holy Spirit uses these words, and we allow them to trans-
form our nature, we become imitators of Christ. 

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a 
life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (Ephesians 5:1-2).

Keith Pate

    EMPLOYMENT NOTICE:

Eastern Hills Childcare is currently seeking 
full and part-time staff . If you or someone 
you know loves children and wants to invest
in their future, please contact Melissa List
by phone at (334) 277-5424 or  by email,
melissa@ehbconline.com

Please bring all baked goods this Sunday, May 5th. You can 
place them on the kitchen counter in the Reception Room.
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May 5
Children’s Worship

Bible Skills, Drills & Thrills

VBS NEEDS
We are in need of large boxes (appliance size) and 
the styrofoam from inside the boxes. Please save 
your card board egg cartons and Pringles canisters.  
Please contact Sandy Harmann if you can help with 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

It is time for all children and youth to update their 
Church Permission/Medical Release form. You can 
download the form from the website,
easternhills.church, under Children/Student Min-
istries. This form must be notarized. 

Please complete this process as soon as possible. 
Lisa Merrell, from our church office, will be avail-
able to notarize forms after the worship service on 
Sunday, May 19, in the Reception Room. 

Contact Sandy Harmann at (334) 398-2250 for 
questions.



BUDGET REPORT
YTD BUDGET REPORT

WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT April 28, 2024

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements $470,304.32
Budget Receipts 390,480.49
UNDER BUDGET 79,823.83

Budget Requirements $27,664.96
Budget Receipts 14,431.00
UNDER BUDGET 13,233.96

Designated $2,962.05

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, April 28, 2024

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................. 198

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY, May 5| 10:30 AM

Interim Pastor: Dr. Rob Jackson
“There is Hope in More”
 I Thessalonians 4:1-12

Remote.............................. 32

Worship Care.......................10
Worship Service. ...............173
Total Worship...................183
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WORSHIP

SENIOR EVENTS

Monday, May 6, 9:30 AM - Revive Senior Adult Evangelism 
Conference, Glynwood Baptist Church in Prattville, AL. 
The bus will leave the church at 8:30 AM. We plan to go 
out to lunch afterwards to a location in Prattville. Sign up 
on-line, the Realm app, or in Sunday School.

Monday, May 27 - Breakfast Bunch will not meet on this 
day due to it being Memorial Day.

Thursday, June 20, 10:00 AM - Arlington Historic Home & 
Gardens - Birmingham | Tickets $5 | We will stop for lunch 
on the way back. Sign up on-line, the Realm App or  call 
the church office. Bus will leave the church at 8:00 a.m.

Monday, June 24, 8:00 AM - Senior Breakfast Bunch at 
Chappy’s on Perry Hill Road
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TUESDAY
6:00 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR
9:00 AM - Ladies’ Precepts Bible Study, Room 139
9:30 AM - WEM Bible Study in Room 154

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Sunday School
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hours

WEDNESDAY 
3:30-4:30 PM - P.A.T (Prayer Assault Team), Room 128
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym
5:45-7:15 PM - M2 / Music & Missions (3 years-6th grade)
6:15 PM - ONE (7th-12th grades) in the Youth Room
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room,         
     Interim Pastor Rob Jackson
6:15 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal


