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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27
There will be no Wednesday night
supper, prayer meeting or activities.

The church office will be closed
Thursday, Nov. 28 and Friday, Nov. 29. 

A TIME TO BE THANKFUL!
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  I Thessalonians 5:16-18.

I love to have something growing in my garden. This year I did not have a 
spring and summer garden, and my garden spot grew up with weeds and I 
had some extremely healthy weeds. As time for a fall garden approached, I 
began to fight the weeds and get the ground ready to plant collard greens. 
The ground was extremely hard and there were a lot of weeds to pull out so 
I could plant the new plants. Once the ground was cleared and the dirt was 
tilled, I was ready to plant the new plants. In just a few weeks the new plants 
have grown, and they are almost ready for the first harvest. 

These new plants would have never survived if I had not prepared the ground 
and removed the weeds. Our hearts are like my garden spot. Sometimes it 
gets over-run with the pesky weeds, and the weeds keep us from enjoying all 
that God longs to give us. We must take care of our heart and keep the soil of 
our heart clean so that we can receive all that God longs to give us. Scripture 
is filled with encouragement to be thankful. Our experiences tell us that being 
thankful is essential in the pursuit of an abundant life. 

Thankfulness is one of the most powerful tools in making our hearts soft to 
the seed of God’s word and filled with abundant joy. Thanksgiving aligns our 
thoughts and emotions with the reality of God’s goodness in a world wrought 
with lies about the character of God. It breeds joy and trust rather than enti-
tlement and negativity. 

The Bible is filled with commands to be thankful. Ephesians 5:20 tells us to 
be “giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Philippians 4:6 tells us, “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God.” But my favorite command on thank-
fulness is Psalm 107:1, “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever!”

You see, it is important to understand that the Bible does not suggest that 
we give thanks, but rather commands us to always be thankful. And in God’s 
command he reveals his heart. We learn in Psalm 107 that our thankfulness is 
meant to be a response to the steadfast love of our heavenly Father. Thank-
fulness is meant to be the overflow of remembering, encountering, and mull-
ing over how our God is abundantly faithful and filled with unconditional love 
for us.

I used to read Scripture commanding me to be thankful and think, “Sorry 
God, I know I need to be more thankful. I know I am so provided for and 
loved. I am sorry for not thanking you more.” But after meditating on Psalm 
107:1, I realized that my lack of thankfulness is a symptom of not spending 
enough time encountering God’s wonderful character rather than a core is-
sue in and of itself. Tilling the soil of my heart through thankfulness requires 
that I set aside time to simply experience God’s goodness and love. Because 
everything he does is by grace, my natural response to his character will al-
ways be one of thanksgiving.

Take time today to reflect on the faithful and loving character of your heaven-
ly Father. Allow his goodness to cause thankfulness to well up within you. May 
your time in guided prayer be filled with a transformational encounter with 
God and cultivate good soil that bears the fruit of an abundant life. This next 
week we will celebrate the holiday of Thanksgiving. This holiday reminds us 
to be thankful for all the things that God has blessed us with. Not just this 
holiday but every day. Dan Harrison
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                Women’s Ministry Fall Dinner 
  Over 100 women attended for an evening of great fellowship, delicious food and
  a lesson on life changing faith!



BUDGET REPORT
YTD BUDGET REPORT

WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT November 17, 2024

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements $1,272,588.16
Budget Receipts 1,168,396.76
UNDER BUDGET 104,191.40

Budget Requirements $27,664.96
Budget Receipts 26,649.06
UNDER BUDGET 1,015.90

Designated $970.00

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, November 17, 2024

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................. 207

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY,  November 24 | 10:30 AM

Pastor Jeremy Smalley
Let Us Thank Him

(Grounds for Gratitude)
Psalm 100

Remote.............................. 31

Worship Care.......................8
Worship Service................196 
Total Worship...................204
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WORSHIP

    
SENIOR ADULT EVENTS 
Monday, November 25, 8:00 AM - Senior Breakfast 
Bunch at Chappy’s on Perry Hill Road

Tuesday, December 10, 6:00 PM - Senior Adult 
Christmas Party, Reception Room - $10 per person, 
Sign up online, in Sunday School or call the church 
office by Thursday, December 5th. 

Thursday, December  12, 9:30 AM - Celebration 
Singers, choir Suite.

Thursday, December 19, 9:00 AM - Celebration Sing-
ers & Voices of  Victory will sing at The Crossings 
Assisted Living-Eastchase. The bus will leave EHBC 
at 9:00 AM.

Sign up in Sunday School or call the church office. 
Deadline to sign up is Sunday, December 15.

You will set up your display on Sunday, December 22, 
between 1:30 - 3:00 PM.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24
WE WLL VOTE TO APPROVE 

THE 2025 BUDGET.
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TUESDAY
6:00 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Sunday School
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hours

WEDNESDAY 
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym
5:45 PM - Acteens
5:45 PM - M2 Music & Missions (4K - 6th grade)
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room           
6:15 PM - ONE (7th-12th grades) in the Youth Room
6:15 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal

November  24 
Children’s Worship
Ten Commandments

Grades: K-3
Please bring your Bible.


