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The Joy of Giving and Receiving
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured 
to you.” - Luke 6:38

The act of giving and receiving gifts during Christmas is more 
than a tradition; it is a reflection of the love and generosity that 
Christ exemplified. As we exchange presents with loved ones, 
let us remember the deeper significance behind this practice.

1.	 The Gift of Love:  Every gift we give should be an expres-
sion of love. Whether it’s a handmade card, a thoughtfully 
chosen item, or simply our time, the love behind the gift 
is what truly matters. Just as God gave us His Son out of 
love, our gifts should also be rooted in love.

2.	 The Joy of Generosity:  There is a profound joy that 
comes from giving. The act of giving allows us to experi-
ence the happiness of making someone else’s day a little 
brighter. It’s a reminder that we are blessed to be a bless-
ing to others.

3.	 The Humility in Receiving:  Receiving gifts with grace and 
gratitude is also an important part of the cycle. It teaches 
us humility and reminds us that we are all part of a com-
munity that cares for one another. Let us receive gifts with 
an open heart, appreciating the thought and love behind 
them.

4.	 Reflecting God’s Generosity:  When we give freely and re-
ceive graciously, we mirror the generosity of God. His gift 
of Jesus Christ is the ultimate example of giving without 
expecting anything in return. As we celebrate Christmas, 
let us strive to embody this spirit in our own lives.

5.	 A Heart of Gratitude:  Whether giving or receiving, let our 
hearts be filled with gratitude. Giving thanks for the gifts 
we receive and for the ability to give to others creates a 
cycle of gratitude and love that enriches our lives.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank You for the precious gift of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ. Help us to give and receive with hearts 
full of love and gratitude. May our gifts reflect Your generosi-
ty and our actions embodied in Your love. Teach us to find joy 
in giving and humility in receiving, as we celebrate the true 
meaning of Christmas. In Jesus’s name, we pray. Amen.

May this scripture inspire you to embrace the spirit of giving 
and receiving with love, joy, and gratitude this Christmas sea-
son. 

Dan Harrison

You will set up your display on Sunday, December 22, 
between 1:30 - 3:00 PM. There will be helpers stationed 
at the Reception Room door to assist you in transport-
ing your items into the building. 
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Children, Students and Adults visited with residents of “The Crossings at East Chase” last Wednesday, 
Dec. 11. The children, youth, and adults shared songs from their recent Eastern Hills music program. 
The Crossings had a very large group to attend. The children made ornaments in their RA & GA classes 
and gifted these to the residents that attended.



BUDGET REPORT
YTD BUDGET REPORT

WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	December 15, 2024

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $1,383,248.00
Budget Receipts	 1,261,876.04
UNDER BUDGET	 121,371.96

Budget Requirements	 $27,664.96
Budget Receipts	 24,896.05
UNDER BUDGET	 2,768.91

Designated	 $6,210.05

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, December 15, 2024

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................. 201

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY,  December 22 | 10:30 AM

Pastor Jeremy Smalley
Christmas & The Cross

Matthew 2:1-12

Remote.............................. 29

Worship Care.......................9
Worship Service................176
Total Worship...................185
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WORSHIP

SENIOR ADULT EVENTS 
Tuesday, January 14, 5:30 PM - Catfish House, Mill-
brook. Sign up online, in Sunday School or call the 
church office. The bus will leave the church at 5:00 
PM.

Thursday, January 30, 11:30 AM - Lunch & Bingo, 
Reception Room, Sweetcreek Barbeque. Sign up 
online, in Sunday School or call the church office.

ONLINE GIVING
If you give online as a recurring giver, 
make sure your gifts do not end at 
year end.  You can also go online to 

verify your gifts for 2024.  
If you need assistance with your 

online giving, please call the church 
office at 272-0604.

YEAR END GIVING
We are in the last month to give to our church for this 
calendar year. If you have any questions concerning your 
year-to-date contributions, please contact Donna Brown 
at 272-0604. Remember, all gifts must be received at the 
church or postmarked by December 31 in order to get 
proper credit for 2024 contributions.
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TUESDAY
6:00 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY 

December 25, January 1 - There will be no Wednesday 
night supper, Bible study or other activities due to the 
holiday schedule. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and
a safe and Happy New Year!

SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Sunday School
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hours


