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THE SCARLET THREAD
In March, the choir will be singing a selection entitled “Hold-
ing on to Me” written by Jeremy Horn and Ryan Wingo and ar-
ranged by Josh Stewart. The song references the expression 
“the scarlet thread.” A choir member asked me to share about 
the Biblical significance of the scarlet thread as we prepare to 
sing it in worship. That request prompted me to do some re-
search. 

Often as Christians we look at the Bible in bits and pieces. As 
children we read stories and sing songs about the heroes of 
faith like Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, Esther, and 
countless others. We study the parables of Jesus, His miracles, 
His earthly ministry, and His death, resurrection, and ascen-
sion. Yet we do so in somewhat of a hodge podge approach, 
viewing each story or admonition in Scripture in isolation, 
missing the overarching link that weaves them all into one love 
story from God, the Creator and Redeemer of humankind. 

God created mankind to have full and uninterrupted fellow-
ship and communication with Him. He formed the first man 
and woman and placed them in an ideal state, The Garden of 
Eden. In Genesis 2:15, we find Adam’s job was to work and take 
care of the garden. One translation says he was to “cultivate 
and keep it.” In an article published December 29, 2023, by the 
Israel Institute of Biblical Studies, Dr. Eli Lizorkin-Eyzenberg ex-
plains in the original Hebrew translation “cultivate and keep” 
means to work the soil and care for its produce. However, an 
alternate translation of these words means to “worship and 
obey.” He writes, “Based on the context of Genesis, it’s reason-
able to assume that both pairs of meanings are at play: God 
places Adam in the garden not only to help the land flourish, 
but also to maintain a worshipful and obedient relationship 
with the Lord.” 

Adam was tasked with not only providing for him and Eve phys-
ically, but he was also to lead them spiritually as they related to 
their Creator. Of course, we know sin (rebellion against God’s 
law) entered the picture and messed everything up. Adam and 
Eve, in eating the forbidden fruit, was the initial downfall of 
their entrusted stewardship that brought separation between 
them and God. However, God in Genesis 3 provides the first re-
demptive act to bring them back into right fellowship with Him. 
The severity of their disobedience demanded death. Genesis 
3:21 relates that God clothed them in animal skins revealing a 
substitutionary sacrifice for their sins. Thus, the scarlet thread 
begins.
On New Year’s Eve 1961 Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Dallas, Texas from 1944-1991 preached a five-hour ser-
mon entitled “The Scarlet Thread that Runs through the Bible.”

(continued, next page)
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(continued from page 1)

The sermon was later published in a book by that title. He explains it 
this way:

A scarlet thread winds its way throughout the entire Bible. Be-
lievers throughout the centuries have seen this line of crimson 
weaving through every book of God’s holy Word. It is the story of 
redemption of mankind at the price of the blood of Jesus Christ.

This redemptive story is woven in the fabric of the stories and genea-
logical history in the Bible as related in the Old Testament and coming 
to full fruition in the New Testament Gospels. One such anecdote, The 
Scarlet Thread in the Day of Atonement, is recorded in Leviticus 16. 
Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement) involves a ritual with two goats. 
One goat is sacrificed and the other, the “scapegoat,” is sent into the 
wilderness after the high priest lays the sins of the people on it. A scar-
let thread is tied around the goat before sending it on its way. This 
points to God’s plan of redemption, mercy, and salvation ultimately 
found in Jesus Christ, the final sacrifice for sin.

 As we approach the observance of the Lord’s Supper on February 23 
and the weeks leading up to Good Friday and Easter Sunday in April, 
may we remember and thank God for His unmerited favor. May we 
also be compelled to share this Good News with others. 
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BUDGET REPORT
YTD BUDGET REPORT

2025 - WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	February 9, 2025

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $180,782.76
Budget Receipts	 136,790.26
UNDER BUDGET	 43,992.50

Budget Requirements	 $30,130.46
Budget Receipts	 20,326.00
UNDER BUDGET	 9,804.46

Designated	 $1,274.00

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, February 9, 2025

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................. 210

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY,  February 16 | 10:30 AM

Pastor Jeremy Smalley
Desire

Matthew 6:19-24

Remote.............................. 34

Worship Care......................11

Worship Service................175
Total Worship...................194  
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WORSHIP

Children’s Worship................8
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TUESDAY
6:00 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR
9:00 AM - Ladies’ Precepts Bible Study, Room 139
9:30 AM - WEM Bible Study, Reception Room

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hours

WEDNESDAY 
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym
5:45 PM - Acteens
5:45 PM - M2 Music & Missions (4K - 6th grade)
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room       	   
6:15 PM - ONE (7th-12th grades) in the Youth Room
6:15 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal

MONDAY
5:30 PM - Handbell Rehearsal (begins 2/24)


