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I GOT NOTHING I ASKED FOR, BUT EVERYTHING I HOPED FOR.
I lift my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come 
from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and 
earth. Psalm 121:1-2

The Psalms are replete with raw emotion, rich imagery, and spiritual depth 
that meets us where we are and moves us to a higher plane spiritually. They 
beckon us to pause, reflect, dig deeper in our understanding of who God is, 
His nature and character, and our understanding of how He works in our lives. 
With every reading of the Psalms, and all Scripture for that matter, we find 
fresh truths as we peel away layer upon layer of Godly wisdom. However, to 
have these moments of enlightenment we must pause, reflect, be still and al-
low the Holy Spirit to speak.

When things are going smoothly and we seem to have everything in tow. We 
are tempted to put things on cruise control and assume we can handle things 
with our own strength.  However, when an avalanche of challenging circum-
stances is heaped upon us in a volcanic eruption that shakes us to our core, 
then we realize the lack of real control we have over our situation. For me in 
those moments I realize my ineptness and God’s competency and sufficiency 
to handle whatever struggle I am facing.  

In all honesty, I don’t like these moments. I avoid them. I do my best to cal-
culate the smoothest path and move in that direction with diligence. I would 
much prefer smooth sailing over a tumultuous sea any day. Nevertheless, spir-
itual growth and self-discipline come not through the easy times but the rag-
ged, raw, unpredictable moments when things are topsy turvy. 

The following poem, believed to have been written by a Confederate soldier, 
says it best. 

I asked God for strength that I might achieve.
I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey.
I asked for health that I might do greater things.
I was given infirmity that I might do better things.
I asked for riches that I might be happy.
I was given poverty that I might be wise.
I asked for power that I might have the praise of men.
I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God.
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life.
I was given life that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing that I asked for, but everything I hoped for.
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered.
I am, among all men, most richly blessed.

“I got nothing I asked for, but everything I hoped for” – what a sobering 
thought!

The choir will sing “Sometimes It Takes A Mountain” in worship this 
coming Sunday. It expresses this thought with clarity.  

Sometimes it takes a mountain, sometimes a troubled sea,
Sometimes it takes a desert, to get a hold of me.
Your love is so much stronger than whatever troubles me,
Sometimes it takes a mountain, to trust You, and believe.

Yours with a song,

Keith Pate
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MENTORS MEET AND LEARN ABOUT 
THE HISTORY OF WMU.



BUDGET REPORT
YTD BUDGET REPORT

2025 - WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT July 6, 2025

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements $813,522.42
Budget Receipts 632,241.82
UNDER BUDGET 181,280.60

Budget Requirements $30,130.46
Budget Receipts 33,572.87
OVER BUDGET 3,442.41

Designated $745.00

1 ATTENDANCE
Sunday, July 6, 2025

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................. 211

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY,  July 13 | 10:30 AM
Pastor Jeremy Smalley

Remote.............................. 29

Worship Care.......................3

Worship Service................162
Total Worship...................180 
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WORSHIP

Children’s Church ................15     

“The Shepherd”
Psalm 23

SENIOR ADULT EVENTS

Thursday, July 24, 5:30 PM - Catfish House, Mill-
brook. The bus will leave the church at 5:00 PM. Sign 
up through the Realm App, Sunday School or call the 
church office. 

Saturday, August 16, 7:00 PM - Elvis & Company, Mt 
Vernon Performing Arts Center. Bus will leave the 
church at 5:30 PM. Sign up & pay by Monday, July 14. 

Monday,  July 28, 8:00 AM - Senior Breakfast Bunch, 
Chappy’s on Perry Hill Road.
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TUESDAY
6:30 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR
                  

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hours

WEDNESDAY                                    
5:45 PM - Summer Kidz Night
                  3 years -Kindergarten, Room 125
                      1st-6th grade, Room 139
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room           
6:00 PM - ONE (7th-12th grades) in the Youth Room
6:00 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM - Youth Choir


