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Psalm 84:5 “Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.” 

A pilgrimage is defined as a journey to foreign lands and 
typically the journey is to a sacred place. This journey isn’t 
typically a one-day car trip. A pilgrimage can take weeks 
or sometimes even months to complete. It is a notoriously 
long journey. When I think of a pilgrimage, I always picture 
people walking, or riding a horse, or maybe even taking 
a boat if there is water to cross. I imagine them crossing 
miles and miles of empty land, and for some reason in my 
imagination, it’s always scorching hot and sunny or frigid 
cold in the midst of a blizzard. I imagine the pilgrimages do 
oftentimes have hard days, but I imagine there are some 
days that aren’t as hard as the others. 

When the psalmist uses the word “pilgrimage”, he is de-
scribing being a follower of Christ. It is a long and of-
ten-times difficult journey. Sometimes the circumstances 
of this journey seem extreme or brutal. It’s not a journey 
meant to be taken lightly, but the destination is life-chang-
ing. As Christians, our “pilgrimage” actually brings us to 
a whole new life. It takes us to a life that is even more in-
credible than anything we can think up or dream of for our-
selves. 

Not only are we on a pilgrimage, but we are blessed to be 
set on one. A lot of times in scripture, when we see the 
words “Blessed is…” or “Blessed are…” blessed can be 
a synonym for joyful or happy. Not only are we on a long 
hard pilgrimage, but we are happy to do so. It is our joy to 
follow Christ. The only explanation for this joy is because 
we know the destination.

When we as Christians have our eyes on the prize, joy is 
soon to follow. This joy a lot of times is unexplainable. A 
lot of times this joy is not something we can conjure up 
for ourselves. When we have our eyes set on things above, 
this pilgrimage will still be long and hard, but we will be so 
blessed.  

In Christ,

Taylor Noah

THERE WILL BE A DISH DROP OFF ON THE GREEN-
RIDGE ROAD SIDE OF THE CHURCH BETWEEN 
8:40 - 9:10 AM FOR THOSE WHO NEED ASSISTANCE 
GETTING THEIR DISH INSIDE THE CHURCH. DISH-
ES WILL NEED TO BE TAKEN TO THE BIG KITCHEN 
ACROSS FROM THE GYM.
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First graders receive their new Bibles.
L-R: Skylar Nunnelly, Maddie Grace Matthews,

Jude Gasper, Ansley Ruth Leavell, Noah Pantaleon



BUDGET REPORT
YTD BUDGET REPORT

2025 - WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	August 24, 2025

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $1,024,435.64 
Budget Receipts	 813,509.00
UNDER BUDGET	 210,926.64

Budget Requirements	 $30,130.46
Budget Receipts	 33,040.00
OVER BUDGET	 2,909.54

Designated	 $2,991.00

1 ATTENDANCE
Sunday, August 24, 2025

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................. 205

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY,  August 31 | 10:30 AM

Pastor Jeremy Smalley

Remote.............................. 28

Worship Care.......................11

Worship Service................170
Total Worship...................192 
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WORSHIP

Children’s Church ...............11     

“Trusting God”
Psalm 121

SENIOR ADULT EVENTS

Thursday, September 11, 6:00 PM - Senior Adult 
Favorite Team Night, Reception Room. The menu 
will be Taco Bar.  The cost is $10 per person. Sign up 
through the Realm app, in Sunday School or call the 
church office. 

Monday,  September 29, 8:00 AM - Senior Adult Break-
fast Bunch, Chappy’s on Perry Hill Road.

Due to a scheduling conflict, the Senior Adult Council 
Meeting has been rescheduled from September  18 
to Thursday, October 30, 2:00 PM, after  the Lunch & 
Bingo event on that same day.
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TUESDAY
6:30 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR
                  

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hours

WEDNESDAY                          
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym           
5:45 PM - M2 Music & Missions (4K - 6th grade)
5:45 PM - ONE (7th-12th grades) Room 143
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room       	   
6:15 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal


