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BLOOMING IN THE CRACK
“Bloom where you are planted.”  I have often heard this figure of 
speech. It sounds Biblical, maybe one of the Proverbs of Solomon – 
no; possibly from Paul’s teachings in the New Testament – not exactly; 
then where? I researched this a bit and found several passages that 
relate to this sentiment, though not in an exacting way. However, the 
outlook expressed can be gleaned from several Scripture citations. 

I found one that is familiar in Paul’s letter to the church of Philippi. In 
Philippians 4:11-13 it says.
11I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to 
be content whatever the circumstances. 12I know what it is to be in 
need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret 
of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hun-
gry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13I can do all this through 
him who gives me strength.

I have an okra plant that is about two feet tall growing in the crack be-
tween the back porch and patio. I think I accidentally dropped a seed 
there earlier and miraculously it started growing. When I first noticed 
it, I was amused at its resilience and thought I would leave it and see 
what would happen. Amazingly as time has passed it has continued 
to flourish. In fact, a couple of days ago I picked my first okra pod from 
it. It looks healthy and has more blooms forming. I have other potted 
plants in that area. The okra has benefited from the runoff water and 
fertilizer they have received. 

I have other okra plants in the main garden area that are much larger 
and have been producing okra pods for some time now. They are seed-
ed in richer and more fertile soil than the “crack okra” yet it perseveres 
and even thrives.

At first look it seemed impossible for this okra to prosper as it has. 
Upon further investigation I realized below the patio/porch slabs lie 
soil.  It’s not just the dirt that has washed into the crack but the wealth 
of rich earth beneath that sustains it. God’s earth. It’s my miracle plant. 
I have had Periwinkles grow and bloom in this crack before, but this is 
the first fruited plant. 

Sometimes we find ourselves in circumstances that are less than ide-
al. The surroundings may feel like they are closing in and we wonder 
how we can survive. Yet, we find the strength to press on and surpris-
ingly often flourish. Maybe our fruit will not yield a bumper crop when 
compared to other situations, but we are producing fruit still the same 
right where we are planted! 

The okra blooming and producing in the crack has been an encour-
agement to me. A motivation to stay rooted in the soil of God’s loving 
kindness as revealed in His Word serving alongside His people.  Let us 
run our roots deep into His soil and be encouraged through His Word, 
prayer, and meeting together in worship so that we can be empowered 
to seek, save, and disciple those around us.

Bloom in the crack if that is where God has planted you! His soil is suf-
ficient to sustain you!         
Keith Pate

Pictorial Directory Photo Sessions
CLC Lobby | September 11-13

Enter the building through the Karen Road 
middle door  or  the  CLC door  near the gym.
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Due to a scheduling conflict, the Senior 
Adult Council Meeting has been rescheduled 
from September  18 to Thursday, October 
30, 2:00 PM, after  the Lunch & Bingo event 
on that same day.

MBA 
SENIOR ADULT
WORSHIP RALLY

Thorington Road
Baptist Church



BUDGET REPORT
YTD BUDGET REPORT

2025 - WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	September 7, 2025

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $1,084,696.56 
Budget Receipts	 848,803.26
UNDER BUDGET	 235,893.30

Budget Requirements	 $30,130.46
Budget Receipts	 26,977.26
UNDER BUDGET	 3,153.20

Designated	 $1,986.00

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, September 7, 2025

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................. 178

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY,  September 14 | 10:30 AM

Pastor Jeremy Smalley

Remote.............................. 27

Worship Care.......................8

Worship Service................187
Total Worship...................204 
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WORSHIP

Children’s Church ................9     

“3-D Deliverance”
Matthew 8:1-4

SENIOR ADULT EVENTS

Sunday, September 28, 11:30 PM - Senior Adult 
Recognition Sunday, Gym. There is no cost. Sign up 
through the Realm app, in Sunday School or call the 
church office. 

Monday,  September 29, 8:00 AM - Senior Adult Break-
fast Bunch, Chappy’s on Perry Hill Road.

Thursday, October 9, 6:00 PM - Senior Adult Movie 
Night, hotdog supper, $6.00 per person. Sign up 
through the Realm app, in Sunday School or call the 
church office.

Thursday, October 30, 11:30 AM - Lunch & Bingo, in 
the Reception Room, Marco’s Pizza, $10 per person.

You are invited  to a Tea 
Celebrating

Two Weddings & a Baby!

A U B R I E  ( W E L L S )  &  T U C K E R  A N K E R S O N

C L A I R E  ( W E L L S )  &  J A C O B  B E A T Y

G R A C I E  ( W E L L S )  &  H E A T H  B E N N E T T

B A B Y  B O Y  B E N N E T T

S U N D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  5

1 : 3 0 - 3 : 3 0  P M

E A S T E R N  H I L L S  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H

R E C E P T I O N  R O O M

R E G I S T R Y :
A N K E R S O N S  ~  Z O L O . C O M
B E A T Y S  ~  T H E K N O T . C O M

B E N N E T T S  ~  B A B Y L I S T . C O M

R E G R E T S  O N L Y :
J I L L  W E L L S  ( 3 3 4 )  5 3 8 - 1 7 1 2
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TUESDAY
6:30 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR
9:30 AM - WEM Bible Study, RR
9:30 AM - Precept Bible Study, Room 139
           

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hours

WEDNESDAY                          
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym           
5:45 PM - M2 Music & Missions (4K - 6th grade)
5:45 PM - ONE (7th-12th grades) Room 143
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room       	   
6:15 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal


