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Last weekend I had the ultimate privilege of standing beside my best 
friend as she married the love of her life. Growing up, I’ve always loved 
weddings. They are a fun time of celebration with the people you love. 
Watching her tie the knot really made me reflect on what a beautiful 
picture that marriage is. It is a perfect reflection of Christ’s love for the 
church - His church. I remember as a child wondering why Scripture 
referred to Christians as “the bride of Christ.”

I think it starts with the pursuit. Just as a groom pursues his bride, Christ 
pursues His church. I remember when my best friend, Gracie, and her 
now husband, David, began dating. They didn’t exactly live close to-
gether so it meant a lot of long drives and even more long phone calls. 
Their relationship was far from convenient, yet David pursued Gracie 
because of his love for her. God‘s love for us required a very public and 
uncomfortable death on a cross, yet Jesus still pursued His church. 

Traditionally once a couple is ready to take the step from dating to 
being engaged, the man asks for the woman’s hand in marriage. Of-
tentimes when this happens, the groom experiences fear of being re-
jected. The offer to spend their lives together is a thrilling offer, but 
the man has to first put himself in a place that the woman can either 
accept or reject him. Jesus hung on a cross, knowing that there will be 
people who reject him. Just like the groom has to put himself on the 
line and risk being rejected, Jesus knew that the union of Christ and 
His church was too sweet to let rejection stand in the way. 

Another older wedding tradition is that the wedding typically happens 
around the bride’s home and family. In our walk with Christ, we as be-
lievers just have to believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that he 
saved us. In layman’s terms, Jesus did all of the “hard work.” Jesus 
came to earth to meet us where we are, just like the groom comes to 
the bride to meet her where she is, marry her, and to take her home 
with him. 

Ephesians 5:25-32 gives us this picture when it says, “Husbands, love 
your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 
through the word,  and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blame-
less. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their 
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one 
ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, 
just as Christ does the church— for we are members of his body. ‘For 
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ This is a profound mys-
tery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.”

Although I’m not married, I’ve heard it said multiple times that mar-
riage is one of the most sanctifying things to happen to a person. It 
requires selfless love, support, and care. I’m so grateful for such a 
beautiful picture that this marriage painted. It’s a reminder of how in-
tentional God’s creation is.

In Christ, Taylor Noah

OPEN BUDGET MEETING
There will be an Open Budget Meeting on

Sunday, October 5, immediately following the
Worship Service in the Conference Room.
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Senior Adult
Appreciation
Sunday

We are so thank-
ful for our many
wonderful

Senior Adults who 
faithfully serve

at EHBC!



BUDGET REPORT
YTD BUDGET REPORT

2025 - WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	September 28, 2025

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $1,175,087.94 
Budget Receipts	 908,972.76
UNDER BUDGET	 266,115.18

Budget Requirements	 $30,130.46
Budget Receipts	 20,160.00
UNDER BUDGET	 9,970.46

Designated	 $4,890.00

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, September 28, 2025

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................. 195

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY,  October 5| 10:30 AM

Guest Speaker:

Remote.............................. 28

Worship Care.......................7

Worship Service................182
Total Worship...................198
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WORSHIP

Children’s Church ................9    

David Dyer, Retired Pastor
Lone Oak Baptist Church - Energy, Illinois

SENIOR ADULT EVENTS

Thursday, October 9, 6:00 PM - Senior Adult Movie 
Night, hotdog supper, $6.00 per person. Sign up 
through the Realm app, in Sunday School or call the 
church office.

Thursday, October 16, 9:00 AM - Celebration Singers 
& Voices of Victory sing at Wesley Gardens, 1555Tay-
lor Road. The bus will leave EHBC at 9:00. Everyone 
is to be seated and ready to warm up by 9:30 AM. The 
program will begin at 10:00 AM.

Monday,  October 29, 8:00 AM - Senior Adult Breakfast 
Bunch, Chappy’s on Perry Hill Road.

Thursday, October 30, 11:30 AM - Lunch & Bingo, in 
the Reception Room, Marco’s Pizza, $10 per person. 
Sign up in Sunday School, Realm App or call the 
church office.

Thursday, October 30,  2:00 PM - Senior Adult Council 
Meeting, Reception Room, after Lunch & Bingo.

Thursday, November 6, 9:30 AM -  Celebration Singers 
Rehearsal, EHBC Choir Suite.
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TUESDAY
6:30 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR
9:30 AM - WEM Bible Study, RR
9:30 AM - Precept Bible Study, Room 139
           

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hours

WEDNESDAY                          
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym           
5:45 PM - M2 Music & Missions (4K - 6th grade)
5:45 PM - ONE (7th-12th grades) Room 143
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room       	   
6:15 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal


