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This year, I want to challenge our congregation at Eastern 
Hills to strive for a deeper level of spiritual maturity. To 
help us understand what that looks like, I will be painting a 
picture of “Five Marks of Spiritual Maturity.” Over the next 
couple of months, we’ll explore the second mark: healthy 
connections. 

From the greatest commandments of loving God and lov-
ing our neighbors (Matthew 22:34-40), to Jesus’s teaching 
about forgiveness (Matthew 6:14-15), to the new com-
mandment (1 John 2:7-11), to Paul’s teaching about Chris-
tian living (Romans 13:8-10), the Bible is clear that our rela-
tionships with others have a profound impact on our walk 
with God.  Without healthy connections with those around 
us, we cannot claim to have a deep relationship with God. 

There are too many “Christians” living spiritually isolated 
lives, cut off from the Body of Christ. There are too many 
“Christians” replacing authentic community with online 
“church.” There are too many “Christians” who attend 
church but aren’t committed to the fellowship and the 
mission of the church.

They aren’t using their gifts and abilities to build up and 
encourage fellow believers. They aren’t embracing what 
the local church is doing to reach the lost. They aren’t spir-
itually encouraging anyone, and they aren’t being held 
accountable by anyone. They likely aren’t really praying, 
fasting, or giving sacrificially. They aren’t bringing the un-
churched to come with them. Forget about sharing the 
gospel with anybody. They may wear the title of church

(continued, next page)
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The 2026 Southern Baptist Convention 
will be held June 7-10, in Orlando, Florida.
If you want to be a messenger with voting 
privileges, please contact Margaret Spain

in the church office at 272-0604.

(continued from page 1)

member but if they permanently left town tomorrow, it 
would only mean one less on the attendance count and a 
few dollars less in the offering plate. It wouldn’t make the 
smallest dent in the Kingdom work the church is doing. 

Recently, a friend who professes to be a Christian but has 
not consistently been a part of a local church for decades, 
sent me a text about a college basketball player talking 
about how much her team and coaches have meant to 
her over the last four years. My friend commented, “Why 
can’t the church do this?” I asked why he thought the 
church didn’t. No local church is perfect, but often the 
problem isn’t the church. 

Consider that basketball player. She was a committed 
part of the team. As a team, they spent countless hours 
training, practicing, traveling, eating together and being 
coached. They were working for a common purpose, a 
mission. She was a committed part of the team and there-
fore enjoyed the blessing of community.

The fan who casually wears a shirt with a team logo on it 
isn’t a part of that community. The fan who watches the 
games on TV isn’t a part of that community. Even the fan 
who shows up in person to cheer the team on isn’t a part 
of that community. Only players who are committed to 
the team and the team’s mission are a part of that com-
munity.

Being a part of a local church doesn’t make you a Chris-
tian, but the local church is the context of spiritual growth 
and maturity for the believer. You can’t be an obedient, 
growing Christian and remain in spiritual isolation.

-Pastor Jeremy



BUDGET REPORT
2026 YTD

BUDGET REPORT

WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	 April 5, 2026

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $364,420.84
Budget Receipts	 401,893.77
OVER BUDGET	 37,472.93

Budget Requirements	 $26,030.06
Budget Receipts	 33,468.00
OVER BUDGET	 7,437.94

Designated	 $7,131.00

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, April 5, 2026

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................ 225

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY, April 12 | 10:30 AM
Pastor Jeremy Smalley:

Remote.............................. 18

Worship Care.......................15
Worship Service................312
Total Worship...................327
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WORSHIP

“Wheat & Weeds”
Matthew 13:24-43 

SENIOR ADULT EVENTS

Thursday, April 16, 9:30 AM - Celebration Singers at 
Heritage. 

Thursday, April 16, 7:00 PM - Millbrook Community  
Players Theatre - Chicken Fried Fabulous Spa-Dee-
Dah Sisterhood, Cost $17.50. Sign up on Realm, in 
Sunday School or call the church office. The deadline 
to sign up is Monday, April 13. The bus will leave the 
church at 6:15 PM

Monday, April 27,  8:00 AM - Senior Breakfast Bunch, 
Chappy’s on Perry Hill Road.

Monday, May 4, 9:30 AM - Encourage Senior Adult 
Evangelism Conference, FBC Prattville. Sign up on 
Realm, in Sunday School or call the church office. 
The bus will leave the church at 7:30 AM.
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TUESDAY
6:30 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR
9:30 AM - WEM Bible Study, Reception Room

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hour

WEDNESDAY                          
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym
5:30 PM - Youth Choir, Room 154
5:45 PM - M2 Music & Missions (4K - 6th grade)
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room       	   
6:15 PM - Adult Choir, Choir Suite
6:30 PM - ONE (7th-12th grade) Room 143


