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IN THE STORMS
16When evening came, His disciples went down to the lake, 
where they got into a boat and set across the lake for Caper-
naum.  17By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined 
them. 18A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew 
rough. John 6:16-18

This passage shows Christ sending His disciples into darkness 
and danger—not to abandon them, but to reveal His sovereign 
presence, perfect timing, and faith‑forming care. This passage 
naturally centers on Christ’s lordship over every storm and His 
call for believers to trust Him even when He seems absent.
The disciples enter the Sea of Galilee at night, rowing toward 
Capernaum. Scripture emphasizes three escalating conditions:
Darkness — They cannot see Jesus, and their own understand-
ing is limited.
Distance — They are far from land and far from Christ’s visible 
presence.
Danger — A strong wind makes the sea rough, a common occur-
rence on this lake.
When Jesus sends His disciples across the sea, He knowingly 
sends them into a storm. His later approach—walking on the 
water—reveals that their trial was never outside His control. He 
sees them, comes to them, and delivers them at precisely the 
right moment.
This shows that Christ’s sovereignty is not abstract theology—it 
is pastoral care. He governs the storms His people face, using 
them to reveal His identity and strengthen their faith. Jesus 
comes into the storm, not after it!
Before He calms the waves, before He stills the wind, before He 
brings them safely to shore—He comes to them in the middle of 
the chaos. His presence precedes His solution.
This is the pattern of grace:

•Jesus steps into the fear before He removes the cause of fear.
•He strengthens hearts before He stills circumstances.
•He reveals Himself before He resolves the problem.

The disciples’ real rescue wasn’t calmer water—it was Jesus 
Himself. John’s emphasis is not on the storm’s end but on the 
Savior’s arrival. The turning point is not when the wind stops, 
but when Jesus steps toward them.

If you’re in a season where the wind is against you and the night 
feels long, remember the disciples’ story: You are not aban-
doned—you are in the “not yet,” and Jesus is already walking 
toward you. His presence is your peace before the waves ever 
settle.

Dan Harrison

A  bus will depart from Eastern Hills at 4:30 p.m. If 
you would like to ride the bus, please call the church 
office to sign up at (334) 272-0604 ext. 210.
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BUDGET REPORT
2026 YTD

BUDGET REPORT

WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	 July 19, 2026

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $754,871.74
Budget Receipts	 724,324.77
UNDER BUDGET	 30,546.97

Budget Requirements	 $26,030.06
Budget Receipts	 22,177.00
UNDER BUDGET	 3,853.06

Designated	 $2,372.36

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, July 19, 2026

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................ 207

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY, July 26 | 10:30 AM
Pastor Jeremy Smalley

Remote.............................. 22

Worship Care.......................8

Worship Service...............163
Total Worship...................180
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WORSHIP

Children’s Church ................9    

“Sin And The Fall of All”



THE MESSENGER
EASTERN HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH
The Messenger, Eastern Hills Baptist Church
3604 Pleasant Ridge Road, Montgomery, Alabama 36109.
334-272-0604 | easternhills.church

ADDRESS LABEL

POSTAGE

 

TUESDAY
6:30 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hour

WEDNESDAY                                    
5:45 PM - Summer Kidz Night
                  3 years - Room 125
                      Kindergarten - 6th grade, Room 234
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room       	   
6:00 PM - ONE (7th-12th grades) in the Youth Room
6:00 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal


