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Choosing Thankfulness
The Apostle Paul writes in the concluding verses of I Thessalonians 5, 

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  (I Thessalonians 5:16-18).

What is the source of our joy? What will ensure that we maintain a 
thankful heart in all circumstances? Our circumstances may fluctuate. 
There are some days when nothing can go wrong and others when 
nothing can go right. It is in those times that our feelings waffle be-
tween exuberant highs and apathetic lows. 
How do we combat the inevitable lows that come when a mountain of 
circumstances piles down upon us? It is remembering daily, moment 
by moment, that God is the source of our joy and thanksgiving not the 
circumstance we are enduring. It is in finding joy and thanksgiving in 
the simple things that keep us from toppling over the edge of the de-
pressionary cliff. 
I have a sign that Evelyn made hanging in my garden. It reads “Gar-
dening is my therapy.” So true! For me there is something about plant-
ing, watering, weeding, and watching the garden grow, that is relaxing 
even in my most exhausting and stress-filled moments. 
This spring I planted Zipper Peas in one of the beds along with toma-
toes at each end. After the peas were up and blooming, I noticed a vine 
growing amid the peas. I realized it was a cantaloupe vine; which had 
a couple of small cantaloupes on it. I pampered the precious gift and 
one of the cantaloupes matured quickly. I picked it a couple of weeks 
ago and Evelyn and I enjoyed a sweet, delicious cantaloupe. I called it 
the cantaloupe that God planted and expressed appreciation to Him 
for it!
The second cantaloupe was on a vine that had run up a shepherd’s 
hook. After it reached the size of a kiwi, I put it inside an old pair of 
women’s hose and tied it to the hook for support. It grew as I watched, 
excitedly anticipating a second ripened and savory melon! After watch-
ing it for days, and seeing it expand inside the stocking, my taste buds 
were salivating just thinking about its soon to be ripened state!  How-
ever, in short order I noticed a small hole and then a second. I sprayed 
it with a natural product to kill the pesky intruder and even saw one 
on the outside and killed it. Nevertheless, I am afraid the fruit may be 
lost. I am waiting for the eventual outcome, but at this point I am not 
very hopeful.
At first, I was quite aggravated. I wondered why the first cantaloupe 
ripened, and the second was worm infested? Then, I stopped and re-
flected. I did not plant the vine, it was all a gift. If I only had one canta-
loupe, that was one more that I would have had this season. The sec-
ond was not promised nor was the first. All were blessings from God! 
I thank him for the first one and if the second one is rotten, so be it. I 
had one very good cantaloupe this season. I realized I had no right to 
be angry about a cantaloupe that was purely a gift.
This reminded me that I must seek to be joyful and thankful in all cir-
cumstances!  God gives me much more than I ever deserve. All good 
things are a blessing from Him!

When we choose to be thankful, our attitude shifts and blessings shine 
brighter than burdens!

Yours with a song,  Keith Pate 
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Please sign up to bring a side dish or dessert.
You can sign up on Realm, in Sunday School,

or call the church office. The church 
will provide the meat.

Monday, August 31, 8:00 AM - Senior Adult Break-
fast Bunch will meet at Chappy’s on Perry Hill Rd.
This will be Dan’s last event before he retires.



BUDGET REPORT
2026 YTD

BUDGET REPORT

WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	 August 9, 2026

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $832,961.92
Budget Receipts	 814,139.02
UNDER BUDGET	 18,822.90

Budget Requirements	 $26,030.06
Budget Receipts	 38,457.75
OVER BUDGET	 12,427.69

Designated	 $1,961.00

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, August 9, 2026

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................ 193

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY, August 16 | 10:30 AM
Pastor Jeremy Smalley

Remote.............................. 24

Worship Care.......................5

Worship Service...............196
Total Worship...................206
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WORSHIP

Children’s Church ................5    

“Salvation: Conversion”
Titus 3:4-7

The book,
“Smiling Faces of Sadie Lane”
by Cindy Criswell Ducker,

given by Marcia & Danny Daniel
in honor of

PAISLEY NUNNELLY

LIBRARY MEMORIAL
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TUESDAY
6:30 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hour

WEDNESDAY                          
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym
5:30 PM - Youth Choir, Room 154
5:45 PM - M2 Music & Missions (4K - 6th grade)
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room       	   
6:15 PM - Adult Choir, Choir Suite
6:30 PM - ONE (7th-12th grade) Room 143


