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PRAYER WORKS IN UNSEEN WAYS
Isaiah 46:4. – Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he 
who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sus-
tain you and I will rescue you
Recently I was reminded of the account of Missionary Dr. David Living-
stone. As a child, Dr. Livingstone felt called to missions in Africa.  Dr. 
Livingstone, a trained physician, labored in Africa for years with little 
results. 
It is told that one day while he was traveling on missionary and explo-
ration journeys in the interior of Africa, word reached his camp that a 
local tribe of hostile warriors were tracking him. The warriors planned 
to wait for nightfall, attack the compound, and kill Livingstone and 
everyone in his party. Livingstone wrote in his journal he felt a deep 
fear and anxiety, but turned to prayer, claiming God’s promise of pro-
tection. Night fell, but the attack never came. The attackers retreated 
without harming anyone.
Years later, Livingstone reportedly met the same chief after he had 
become a convert to Christianity. Livingstone asked the chief why he 
and his men had called off the planned attack that night. The chief an-
swered that they were ready to strike, but when they approached the 
compound, they saw 39 massive, giant warriors standing guard in a 
protective circle around Livingstone’s camp, making an assault impos-
sible.
Livingstone later returned to his home church in Scotland to share 
his experiences recounting the strange event. The church secretary 
or prayer-group leader checked the records for the exact date of the 
threatened attack. On that specific night and time, exactly 39 people 
had gathered back in the church in Scotland for a special prayer meet-
ing interceding for Livingstone’s safety. 
A deeper dive into this story reveals that the church in Scotland was 
comprised mainly of an older membership. When Livingstone was a 
child, a missionary had visited their church and shared a message of 
“who will go?” on mission. The one who answered the call was a young 
Livingstone. He sought the council of a mature pastor who encouraged 
him to pursue the medical profession and then take those skills on the 
mission field.
The older membership was not physically able to go on the mission 
field, but one small child answered the call and made an indelible im-
print on the spiritual landscape of a nation. Faithful older members 
lifted Livingstone in prayer and God honored their prayers of protec-
tion culminating in a miracle that led a tribal chief and his whole clan 
to faith in Jesus Christ. What a blessing!
Eastern Hills, some of you who are reading this may not be able to 
teach a Sunday School class any longer, sing in the choir, or because 
of health infirmities are not able to attend worship. However, you can 
pray and as James 5:16 encourages us The effectual, fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much!
We need more Bible believing, prayer warriors who fervently pray for 
their pastor, their music minister, their Sunday School teacher, their 
deacon, their friends, their sons, daughters, grand-children, and coun-
try!  Don’t ignore one of the greatest weapons we have against the en-
emy – PRAYER!
God bless you all!   Keith
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BUDGET REPORT
2026 YTD

BUDGET REPORT

WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	 September 6, 2026

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $937,082.11
Budget Receipts	 884,976.54
UNDER BUDGET	 52,105.57

Budget Requirements	 $26,030.06
Budget Receipts	 23,978.00
UNDER BUDGET	 2,052.06

Designated	 $1,128.00

0
ATTENDANCE

Sunday, September 6, 2026

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................ 184

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY, September 13 | 10:30 AM

Pastor Jeremy Smalley

Remote.............................. 16

Worship Care.......................6

Worship Service...............174
Total Worship...................188
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WORSHIP

Children’s Church ................8    

“The Death of the Disciple”
Matthew 16:21-27
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TUESDAY
6:30 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hour

WEDNESDAY                          
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym
5:30 PM - Youth Choir, Room 154
5:45 PM - M2 Music & Missions (4K - 6th grade)
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room       	   
6:15 PM - Adult Choir, Choir Suite
6:30 PM - ONE (7th-12th grade) Room 143


