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“Blessed are the flexible, for they will not be bent out of shape.”
This was the quote at the beginning of a newsletter I recently received from the 
company we get our music curriculum from. I immediately thought about how 
true this is for me personally, especially when working with preschoolers and 
children! You can plan everything out, have your lesson prepared, and then 
something happens that requires you to pivot and change your plans. If you 
have ever worked with children, you know the best-laid plans don’t always go 
the way you expected!

But I think this is true for adults as well. We don’t always like change—and 
I am guilty of this myself. We tend to prefer what is familiar rather than the 
unknown. We become comfortable with our routines and with the way things 
have always been done. Sometimes we may even worry that if something 
changes, we might lose something we value.

After Dr. Lance announced his retirement, I found myself wondering who 
would be selected as the new Executive Director. Then my thoughts quickly 
moved to all the changes that might come with new leadership. Would there 
be staff changes? Would we lose the work family environment we have come 
to know and love. Of course, there will be changes. New leadership brings new 
ideas and a new vision. My part is to remain open, be willing to listen, and 
work together through whatever changes may come. That sounds simple, but 
sometimes it is easier said than done.

I think sometimes our hesitation about change comes from our love for tradi-
tion. We have always done things a certain way, and there is comfort in what 
we know. Many traditions are special because they connect us to people and 
memories we cherish. But there may also be times when we need to ask our-
selves if we are holding on to something simply because it is familiar, or if it is 
still helping us accomplish what matters most.

This is something I have had to consider in my own heart. I never want my love 
for tradition to become more important than reaching people or being willing 
to follow where God is leading. There is nothing wrong with appreciating the 
past, but we also have to leave room for God to do something new.

Ephesians 4:31–32 says:

Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away 
from you, along with malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiv-
ing one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Sometimes the changes God asks us to make are not changes happening 
around us, but changes happening within us. He may gently remind us to sur-
render our hurt, our pride, our preferences, or even our expectations of how 
things should be.

Maybe being flexible is not always about changing everything around us. May-
be sometimes it is simply about holding the things we love with open hands 
and trusting God enough to let Him lead us.

As we move through seasons of change, may we be kind and tenderhearted to-
ward one another. May we welcome those who are new, listen to one another, 
forgive freely, and remain open to what God may have ahead. While traditions 
and circumstances may change, Christ does not.

Perhaps that is what it means to be flexible—not to lose what we love, but to 
hold it loosely enough to make room for what God may be doing next.

Sandy Harmann
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BUDGET REPORT
2026 YTD

BUDGET REPORT

WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	 September 20, 2026

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $989,142.23
Budget Receipts	 928,050.70
UNDER BUDGET	 61,091.53

Budget Requirements	 $26,030.06
Budget Receipts	 23,376.16
UNDER BUDGET	 2,653.90

Designated	 $3,247.00

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, September 20, 2026

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................ 184

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY, September 27 | 10:30 AM

Pastor Jeremy Smalley

Remote.............................. 13

Worship Care.......................5

Worship Service...............160
Total Worship...................176
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WORSHIP

Children’s Church ................11    

“Puny Faith In A Powerful God”
Matthew 17:14-20

The book (4 copies),
“Five-Minute Bible Stories”
Retold by Mary Batchelor &

Penny Boshoff,
Given by Chip Puckett

In Memory of
LARRY LANIER

LIBRARY MEMORIAL
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TUESDAY
6:30 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting in the RR
9:15 AM - Precepts Bible Study, Room 139
9:30 AM - WEM Bible Study, Reception Room

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hour

WEDNESDAY                          
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym
5:30 PM - Youth Choir, Room 154
5:45 PM - M2 Music & Missions (4K - 6th grade)
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study - Reception Room       	   
6:15 PM - Adult Choir, Choir Suite
6:30 PM - ONE (7th-12th grade) Room 143


