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ALABAMA BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

The 2026 Annual Meeting of the Alabama Baptist State Convention 
will be held at First Baptist Church in Trussville on November 17-18.

If you would like to serve as a messenger, please call the Pastor’s  
Aministrative Assistant in the church office.

Army, Athletics and Agriculture
3Endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4Soldiers 
don’t get tied up in the affairs of civilian life, for then they cannot please the 
officer who enlisted them. 5And athletes cannot win the prize unless they 
follow the rules. 6And hardworking farmers should be the first to enjoy the 
fruit of their labor. II Timothy 2:3-6 NLT

Paul used the imagery of a good soldier, the athlete, and the farmer 
multiple times throughout scripture.  He brings all of them together 
here in this passage.  The background is found in verses 1 and 2, where 
Paul urges Timothy to be strengthened by Christ and to entrust the 
message to reliable people who can teach others. The pictures in vers-
es 3–6 show what that faithful service involves.  Together, the images 
call Timothy to faithful, disciplined perseverance. Christian service in-
volves sacrifice, integrity, and patient labor.  

The soldier image emphasizes enduring hardship and staying focused 
on the one who enlisted him.  Jesus told us that this life would be hard 
and we would have troubles in this world.  But he also promised that 
he would be with us and give us the strength necessary to endure.  
Verse 4 does not mean Christians should neglect family, work, or or-
dinary responsibilities. The picture is about avoiding distractions that 
pull a soldier away from the mission.

The athlete is called by God to faithful service, knowing that the prize 
is eternal life in the presence of God.  But every athlete must compete 
according to the rules; commitment alone does not excuse ignoring 
what is right.  Like the soldier, they must endure difficulties and stay to 
the path that follows the rules given by the Lord in His word.  

The farmer works hard and patiently, with the expectation of sharing in 
the harvest.  The harvest is not earned as payment from God; the im-
age describes the fitting fruit of persevering in the work God has given.

This passage encourages us to keep going when following Jesus is 
difficult, to stay faithful rather than cutting corners, and to be patient 
when the results of our service are not yet visible. It may also help to 
ask what responsibilities God has actually given us, rather than trying 
to carry everything.  May our life be completely loyal to Christ and the 
task he has given us and not filled with distractions of life that might 
pull us away.  We aren’t working to buy God’s favor.  We are saved by 
Christ through faith alone.  And we are “working out our salvation” at 
the same time out of love and devotion to Him.

As Mandy and I coach the cross-country team in Thailand, we often en-
courage our runners to “Do Hard Things”.  Not just for the sake of doing 
it.  But we know that suffering through those hard things builds perse-
verance, which leads to character, which leads to hope (Romans 5:3-
5).  Thank you, church, for enduring hardships together and remaining 
faithful to the Lord and the task he has put before us.
Carry On! 

Mark Hinton
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BUDGET REPORT
2026 YTD

BUDGET REPORT

WEEKLY BUDGET REPORT	 October 18, 2026

DESIGNATED

Budget Requirements	 $1,093,262.47
Budget Receipts	 1,032,921.00
UNDER BUDGET	 60,341.47

Budget Requirements	 $26,030.06
Budget Receipts	 29,762.80
OVER BUDGET	 3,732.74

Designated	 $5,467.00

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, October 18, 2026

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Total In-Person................ 207

IN THE PULPIT
SUNDAY, October 25 | 10:30 AM

Pastor Jeremy Smalley

Remote.............................. 28

Worship Care.......................6

Worship Service...............185
Total Worship...................208
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WORSHIP

Children’s Church ...............17    

“Not Good Enough”
Matthew 19:16-26
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TUESDAY
6:30 AM - Men’s Prayer Meeting, Reception Room
9:15 AM - Precepts Bible Study, Room 139
9:30 AM - WEM Bible Study, Reception Room

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
9:15 AM - Bible Study Groups
10:30 AM - Worship Service
8:30 - 10:15 AM - Library Hours

WEDNESDAY                          
5:00 PM - Supper, Gym
5:30 PM - Youth Choir, Room 154
5:45 PM - M2 Music & Missions (4K - 6th grade)
6:00 PM - Adult Bible Study, Reception Room       	    
6:15 PM - Adult Choir, Choir Suite
6:30 PM - ONE (7th-12th grade) Room 143


